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Letters to Our Congregation
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Wel come to 2010! Il 6m | ooking forward t
atimewhenldoaself-ex ami nati on to be sure I6m still doing what I
the W.Y. Smithclassonthe 2 Sunday of each month and | 6ve told them on
the kind of I|ife | teach about so that my | essons can be
learned that God is always there with me when | am doing what His will is for me.

One of the things | d6ve done over the past few years i s t
t hat the Lordés wildl i s what | strive to accompl i sh, not
submitted myself to His will. Seems |like my |ife is just
when you consider the state of our economy: so many people in stressful or dire situations -- home foreclosures at all
time record highs and joblessness also at unprecedented levels.

What | 6ve |l earned is that God intends good for all of wus.
circumstances are. Andi Heédolds thus to His dromisds of that.orhe reaspn | ltell yolethis is that
I want you all to know that | ife hasndét al ways beerntoso f o
muchincontrolit oo much in my own worl d. Siilnbcvee |sbeveen stulre epnrdeemiesde s
come to life. Are you that assured in His promises? Do you live your life that confident of His abiding love and care in all
you do?

One area of my life that | really did hold onto was that of my finances. After all, | know how to take care of my family
and me better than anyone does. | know my bills, what | make and how best to allocate that to stay ahead and also
maybe to save a little. When | decided to live the life | teach about, | had to face this area with a new perspective. |
determined that this too would be surrendered and whatever came my way relative to my financial situation i if the Lord
is in it, then it would be to my advantage. That has become the most eye-opening decision of my life. Not only have |
|l earned that God is a better financi al pl anner than | am,
talent, mercy, forgiveness, generosity, compassion and ye

As we near the end of the 2009/2010 Capital Campaign that
achieved the giving that was pledged. We built our fabulous Fellowship Hall based on all of us pledging and then
following through on that pledge so that we could meet our obligations to pay back the loan we incurred. Our Lord was
right in the midst of all the planning and subsequent work to get us to where we are today. This is His work that we are
accomplishing. | would like to remind all of us to review our giving and if not up to date, then to please prayerfully
consider allowing the Lord to work through us and in us to get on track before our campaign has ended.

May God lead you to Himself and His promises so that you can rest assured He is with you in all things.

~Larry Lokey, Stewardship Chair

a great year and
b

Step Up

Inspiring thoughts often come with a thunder clap. However, just as often, they spring up from either an unexpected
place or person. Mrs. Dottie Reynolds has served as the secretary of the church Finance Committee as long as | have
served. Dottie always brings a great work ethic, a smiling face, and a sweet and kind personality to everything that she
does.

At the close of our December meeting, Dottie did something that she rarely does. She stated that she had something
to SAY. The committee had just finished a tiring and painful meeting to determine how the church was going to
address the fact that our pledges for 2010 were going to be less than what we pledged in 2009. A strong plan for 2010
was developed and approved but all agreed that 2010 was going to be a challenging year.

While | cannot quote her verbatim, basically what she said was that sometimes a year that is challenging can be a
good thing. There is value to be gained from being tested. The day-to-day activities of the church will require the efforts
of more volunteers. The programs will require that we all be involved and work to participate.

The congregation will have to strive to reach and exceed
church. Our obligation is to see that its work is completed. Dottie went on to say that when the congregation is
challenged, often that is when we find the best of ourselves and each other.

She is absolutely correct. 2010 is the year that our congregation has to increase its participation in the activities and
programs of the church. You can volunteer to teach, man the telephones, and participate in various ways to support the
many programs of our church. Use this year to develop and grow your faith. It will be a growing experience for all of us.
It reminded me of an old gospel song that talked about how our God is our God on both the mountaintops and the
valleys. Our challenge is to remember that we are his servants in the valleys as well. ~Michael Sims
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Around Our Church Welcome

We Extend A Warm Welcome To: Our New

*  Shirley Collins who received baptism and joined our church family on profession of

faith. Members
Youth Handbell Rehearsals Have Begun!

The Youth Handbell Choir began rehearsals on Wednesday, February 10th. Belinda Agnew,
a new member of our congregation with 20 years of handbell playing experience, is directing
our Youth Handbell Choir. She would like to extend an invitation to all the youth at Winder

First UMC to consider joining the Youth Handbell Choir. Rehearsals are from 6:00 to 6:45 \
PM on Wednesday evenings upstairs in tohe ﬁhan% roomo (#2:
please consider joining this dynamic youth ministry! <

Acolytes Needed! ACOLYTES

We need young people (3rd-5th grade) to volunteer to be acolytes for our 10:55
traditional worship services on Sundays. We have a rotation schedule, so volunteers r/
would only need to serve about once every two or three months (depending on how 1
many young people volunteer). Acolytes are an important part of worship. Their job is to
light the candles on the altar table at the beginning of the service. Lighted candles
remind us that Jesus Christ is the Light of the World. At the end of the service, the
acolytes then extinguish the candles. If you are interested in becoming an acolyte,
please call Debbie at the church office (770-867-4194, ext. 23).

RSl

ATTENTIORM All United Methodist Men, Their Spouses if(j
and Widows of Former United Methodist Men Members! @ @

The United Methodist Men will have their Annual Ladies Night Dinner on Monday, # &
February 22nd at 6:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This will be a night of delicious food N\

and wonderful entertainment for the United Methodist Men, their spouses and widows of \
former United Methodist Men members. Steak will be on the menu this year and the

cost is FREE for all United Methodist Men members in good standing. (Note:The $35 -

you haved orplantopayd f or Uni ted Met hodi st Mends di

as other meals and mission projects for the year 2010. New members are welcome to

come and be a part of the yeards activiti

office or given to Ron Lemke, Treasurer.) An n Ual

As for our entertainment, when the possibility for the return of Happy Calhoun was
brought up at the |l ast United Methodist ! Ladies meet i
smiles went around theroom.So, now wedre pleased to an he wi
from Possum Gap, deep in the mountains of North Georgia. Those who were there last .
year will want to come again and those wt nght il n
Happy Calhoun is a character Rev. Claude McBride of Athens, GA has createdd a
man from the Hills. Rev. McBride was pastor of a Baptist Church in Athens for 20 years, =
the Chaplain Emeritus of the Georgia Bulldogs and is a consultant in the Department of DI nner
Alumni Relations for the university.
So, mark your calendars NOW for this happy event! We would like to get a head count
so we can make sure we have plenty of food for everyone. If you plan to attend, please
fill out the form below and either place it in the offering plate or turn it in to the church
office as soon as possible. Deadline to register is Sunday, February 14th! HURRY!

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhhhhhhkhhhkkkrkkkhkhkhhhhhhrhhhkkrrkkhkhkhkhhhhhhhhhhrkkhkkhhrkhhhrhhhrkhrkkrkkhhrkhhhiik T he D e ad | I ne

United Methodist Mends Annual Ladies NbMgadd Reser ve

Reservations is
Name # Of People Attending Sunday,

February 14th!

& er th

Nursery Needed? Yes No # Of Children in Nursery
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Preschool Registration

In-house preschool registration will be February 22nd and 23rd from 8:30-9:30am and
11:00am-12pm on both days in the Youth Center. Our Preschool offers classes for 2,
3 and 4 year olds. Child must be said age by September 1st. This registration is for
church members and current students only! Remaining slots will be open to the
community on February 25th and 26th. Please call or come by the preschool office on
or before February 17th to pick up a registration packet. For more information, call the
preschool office at 770-307-2089.

preschgol g:eglstgaﬂoq
]

f Ash Wednesday Service

Ash Wednesday marks the first day of Lent. The season of Lent is the period of forty
days before the celebration of Easter. Lent intensifies our repentance from sin and
reconciliation with God and each other. Ash Wednesday was known in the old days as
dies cinerum (day of ashes). On this day, the faithful are marked on the forehead with
the sign of the cross using ashes that come from the burning of the palm branches used
during Palm (Passion) Sunday of the previous year. The use of ashes is very Biblical
—_— and signifies repentance.
Please plan to This yeards Ash Wednesday Service will be on
attend this very p.m. following Wednesday Night Supper. Childr
moving service to children (K5-5th grade) in addition to our nursery for infants and younger children. Most
begin the Lenten of our regularly scheduled Wednesday night programs will be cancelled due to this
service with the exception of Chancel Choir Rehearsal which will take place at 7:30 p.m.
after the service.

[WEDNESDAY ]

season.

Family Movie Night
F R E BHbtdogs and a Movie!
Friday, February 19th, at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

Please Join in the Celebration of
Jim & Kathleen James
50th Wedding Anniversary
on Saturday, February 27th
2:004:00 P.M.
The Villas of Winder Clubhouse

Casual Attire. No Gifts Please!




