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abundant | ife no matter what our <cirdumst a
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o surrendered alltoHimi 1 6ve seen the promises of the B
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One area of my life that | really did hold onto was that of my finances. After all,
I know how to take care of my family and me better than anyone does. | know my
bills, what | make and how best to allocate that to stay ahead and also maybe to
save a little. When | decided to live the life | teach about, | had to face this area with

Inside thiS iSSUG: a new perspective. | determined that this too would be surrendered and whatever
came my way relative to my financial situation i if the Lord is in it, then it would be to
Around Our Church 2.5 my advantage. That has become the most eye-opening decision of my life. Not only
Child - have | |l earned that God is a better financ
ildren Ministry News 6 N . . . .

o cand6t out give Him. That applies to my tin
Youth Ministry News 7 compassion and yes, my money. The more | g
February Birthdays &  8-9 As we near the end of the 2009/2010 Capital Campaign that was initiated back in
Calendar March 20009, I am told that webve not achie
Education News 1013 We bL_JiIt our fabulous Fellowship Hall based on all of us pledgi_ng a_md then

following through on that pledge so that we could meet our obligations to pay
Missions Opportunities 14 back the loan we incurred. Our Lord was right in the midst of all the planning and

subsequent work to get us to where we are today. This is His work that we are
Prayer Concerns & 15 accomplishing. | would like to remind all of us to review our giving and if not up to

Memorial Gifts

date, then to please prayerfully consider allowing the Lord to work through us and in
us to get on track before our campaign has ended.

May God lead you to Himself and His promises so that you can rest assured He is
with you in all things.

~Larry Lokey, Stewardship Chair
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Letters to Our Congregation

Dear Fellow Church Members
First of all, | want to thank the Staff Parish Relations Committee for the confidence they placed in me by allowing
me the opportunity to take on this huge responsibility. | also want to thank David Martin for his patience with me
during my training period and for agreeing to stay on during the month of January when there are so many things that
have to get done to close out the old year and to begin a new one.
As | begin this job, there are two things | would like to ask of you that will go a long way in helping me do the job:
1. [ ask that you refrain from giving me anything of a financial matter on Sundays. Like you, Sundays are my
day of worship and Sunday School Bible study and | would like to focus on those events. | certainly realize
that there will be emergencies and | will respond to those accordingly. But, if you simply forgot to turn in your
envelope from the previous week or you have an invoice that needs to get paid, please use the lock box in
the main office door or my mail sl ot behind the recept
2. Please use the numbered envelopes the church provides for you. These envelopes enhance the effective-
ness of my work and the volunteer counters. If you do not have a set of offering envelopes and would like a
set , pl ease | et me k n o w:-prinfed ehveloges, please writedegibly on thescheckoh e pr e
the pew envelope so we can make sure we record your offering in the way you would have it assigned.
Lastly, this is a request that has been made by previous Financial Secretaries but | echo it now; please use

t wo checks if you are giving to the Budget and the Bui
easier and it also ensures that you are credited appropriately.
I ask for your patience with me as well as | take on t|
your questions in the beginning, but | will get them for you just as quickly as | possibly can. Thank you for
honoring these requests. Letds make Winder First United

equip us to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
~Yours in Christ, Randy Blalock Financial Secretary

Step Up
Inspiring thoughts often come with a thunder clap. However, just as often, they spring up from either an unexpected
place or person. Mrs. Dottie Reynolds has served as the secretary of the church Finance Committee as long as |
have served. Dottie always brings a great work ethic, a smiling face, and a sweet and kind personality to everything
that she does.

At the close of our December meeting, Dottie did something that she rarely does. She stated that she had something
to SAY. The committee had just finished a tiring and painful meeting to determine how the church was going to
address the fact that our pledges for 2010 was going to be less than what we pledged in 2009. A strong plan for
2010 was developed and approved but all agreed that 2010 was going to be a challenging year.

While | cannot quote her verbatim, basically what she said was that sometimes a year that is challenging can be a

good thing. There is value to be gained from being tested. The day-to-day activities of the church will require the

efforts of more volunteers. The programs will require that we all be involved and work to participate.

The congregation wil|l have to strive to reach and exceed
church. Our obligation is to see that its work is completed. Dottie went on to say that when the congregation is

challenged, often that is when we find the best of ourselves and each other.

She is absolutely correct. 2010 is the year that our congregation has to increase its participation in the activities and
programs of the church. You can volunteer to teach, man the telephones, and participate in various ways to support
the many programs of our church. Use this year to develop and grow your faith. It will be a growing experience for all
of us. It reminded me of an old gospel song that talked about our God is our God on both the mountaintops and the
valleys. Our challenge is to remember that we are his servants in the valleys as well.

~Michael Sims
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We Extend A Warm Welcome To:

*  Linda Martin, who joined our church family by transfer of her membership from
Tillamook United Methodist Church in Tillamook, OR.
*  Carl Logan who was baptized and joined our church family by profession of faith.

WANTED Director for Youth Handbell Choir

As you already know, George Arrington, who served our church for almost seven years,
took a new position at a church closer to his home in Atlanta. Since that time our budget
for 2010 has been reduced and the hours and pay for his position have been reduced
as well. The position no longer includes directing the Youth Handbell Choir. We need
someone from our congregation with basic music reading skills to volunteer to direct this
great group of youth so they can continue to praise the Lord through handbell music.
This is an active music ministry that will have to be ended until either someone comes
forth to volunteer to direct the group or our finances improve and the original job
description for the assistant music director/accompanist can be reinstated. Please HANDBELL

prayerfully consider sharing your talents with these young people. The youth had been CHOIR
rehearsing on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 i 6:40 PM, but this rehearsal can be

moved to another open time slot if needed. Bruce Nunley will help as much as he can in DI RECTOR
the selection of music and with basic conducting lessons, although he would not be able

to attend the rehearsals. Please call Bruce at the church (770-867-4594, ext. 21) for N EED E D

more info about this great need.

ATTENTION All United Methodist Men, Their Spouses  ©(%s

and Widows of Former United Methodist Men Members!

The United Methodist Men will have their Annual Ladies Night Dinner on Monday,

February 22nd at 6:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This will be a night of delicious food

and wonderful entertainment for the United Methodist Men, their spouses and widows of
former United Methodist Men members. Steak will be on the menu this year and the

cost is FREE for all United Methodist Men members in good standing. (Note:The $35

you haved orplantopayd f or Uni ted Met hodi st Mends du
as other meals and mission projects for the year 2010. New members are welcome to

come and be a part of the yeards activiti¥ *‘ « X Xx may b
office or given to Ron Lemke, Treasurer.) W@ﬂ;@ﬂ@&

As for our entertainment, when the possibility for the return of Happy Calhoun was

brought up at the | ast United Methodi st I\Annual meet i
Or ¢

smiles went around the room. So, now we
from Possum Gap, deep in the mountains of North Georgia. Those who were there last d -
year wi || want to come again and those wtha IES
Happy Calhoun is a character Rev. Claude McBride of Athens, GA has createdd a .

man from the Hills. Rev. McBride was pastor of a Baptist Church in Athens for 20 years, ng ht
the Chaplain Emeritus of the Georgia Bulldogs and is a consultant in the Department of
Alumni Relations for the university. .

So, mark your calendars NOW for this happy event! We would like to get a head count Dl nner
so we can make sure we have plenty of food for everyone. If you plan to attend, please
fill out the form below and either place it in the offering plate or turn it in to the church
office as soon as possible. Deadline to register is Sunday, February 14th!
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United Methodist Mends Annual Ladies Night Reserve

Name # Of People Attending

Nursery Needed? Yes No # Of Children in Nursery
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o, el now for - pragchool Registration

et} preschool M-
G {TT_ In-house preschool registration will be February 22nd and 23rd from 8:30-9:30am and
/ (2

11:00am-12pm on both days in the Youth Center. Our Preschool offers classes for 2, 3
and 4 year olds. Child must be said age by September 1st. This registration is for
church members and current students only! Remaining slots will be open to the commu-
nity on February 25th and 26th. Please call or come by the preschool office on or before
February 17th to pick up a registration packet. For more information, call the preschool
office at 770-307-2089.

Ash Wednesday Service

Ash Wednesday marks the first day of Lent. The season of Lent is the period of forty
days before the celebration of Easter. Lent intensifies our repentance from sin and
reconciliation with God and each other. Ash Wednesday was known in the old days as
dies cinerum (day of ashes). On this day, the faithful are marked on the forehead with
the sign of the cross using ashes that come from the burning of the palm branches used
during Palm (Passion) Sunday of the previous year. The use of ashes is very Biblical
and signifies repentance.

Please plan to This yeardéds Ash Wednesday Service wildl be o
attend this very p.m. foll owing Wednesday Night Supper. Child
moving service to children (K5-5th grade) in addition to our nursery for infants and younger children. Most
begin the Lenten of our regularly scheduled Wednesday night programs will be cancelled due to this
season. service with the exception of Chancel Choir Rehearsal which will take place at 7:30 p.m.

after the service.

ACOLYLES  Acolytes Needed!

We need young people (3rd-5th grade) to volunteer to be acolytes for our traditional
worship services on Sundays. We have a rotation schedule, so volunteers would only
need to serve about once every two or three months (depending on how many young
people volunteer). Acolytes are an important part of worship. Their job is to light the
candles on the altar table at the beginning of the service. Lighted candles remind us
that Jesus Christ is the Light of the World. At the end of the service, the acolytes then
extinguish the candles. If you are interested in becoming an acolyte, please call Debbie
at the church office (770-867-4194, ext. 23).

RES)

Circle One
Circle One of the United Methodist Women will meet on Tuesday, February 2nd, at
10: 00 a. m. in the Smal|l Dining Room of the F

f or oLa nfissian project in Uganda which helps women support themselves from the
sale of their beautiful, hand-made beads. All women are invited to join us!

Our mission focus for February is our church office. Below is a list of suggested items
needed on a regular basis, but any office supply not listed will be used as well. Our
providing some of these items will help the overall church budgetd 0 mi ssi onso
sometimes begins at home!

Copy Paper (white, ream pkg.)
Post-It Notes

Binder Clips

Highlighters

We look forward to seeing all members and visitors too!



