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A Visit from the Christ Child

6Twas the morning of Christmas, w H

all the family was frantic, including my spouse;
For each one of them had one thing only in mind,
to examine the presents St. Nick left behind.
The boxes and wrapping and ribbons and toys,
were strewn on the floor, and the volume of noise
Increased as our children began a big fight
over who got the video games, who got the bike.
| looked at my watch and | said, slightly nervous,
ifiLet 6s get ready for church, so

W

en a

e do

The children protested fiWe don®t we
Wedbve just got our presents, an

It dawned on me then that we had gone astray,
In confusing the purpose of this special day;
Our presents were many and very high-priced
But something was missingd that something was Christ!

I said, AiPut the gifts down and
t h
a

And 1 61 I tell you a tale of
AfA savior was promised when Ad
And the hopes of the world upon Jesus were pinned.
Abraham begat Isaac, who Jacob begat,
And through David the line went to Joseph, whereat
This carpenter married a maiden with child,
Who yet was a virgin, in no way defiled.
iSaying o6Hail, full of Grace, o
To Mary the Blessed, among women revered:
The Lord willed she would beard through the Spiritd a son.
Said Mary to Gabriel, 6Godods
Now Caesar commanded a tax would be paid,
And all would go home while the census was made;
Thus Joseph and Mary did leave Galilee
For the city of David to pay this new fee.
Maryés time had arrived, but t
So she laid in a manger the fruit of her womb;
And both Joseph and Mary admired as He napped
The Light of the World in his swaddling clothes wrapped.
Three wise men from the East had come looking for news
Of the birth of the Savior, the King of the Jews;
They carried great gifts as they followed a stard
Gol d, frankincense, myrr h, whi ch
As the shepherds watched over their flocks on that night,
The glory of God shone upon them quite bright,
And an angel explained the intent of the birth,
Saying, 06Glory to God and Hi s
For this was the Messiah whom the prophets foretold,
A good shepherd to bring his sheep back to the fold;
He was God become man, He would die on the cross,
He would rise from the dead to

fiSanta Cl aus, Christmas present g

Candy canes and eggnog are all very fine;

Letds have fun cel ebrating, but

That Chri st i s what Chri st mas

~F.R. Duplantier (Reprinted by permission)
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Christmas at Winder FUMC

Christmas Parties and Events

*  The Friendship Circle will have their Christmas dinner and ornament swap on
Sunday, December 6th, at 6PM at El Centinela Mexican Restaurant.

* The WesleyanCircle wi | | have #AChristmas at Katpodso
at 6:30 p.m. (PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE) at the home of Kate
Nicholson.

*  The Seekers Sunday School Class Christmas Party will be on Monday,
December 7th, at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

*  The W.Y. Smith Sunday School Class will have a Christmas covered dish
luncheon on Sunday, December 13th, at 12:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
The class will be providing the meat, so bring your favorite side dish or dessert.
A hearty welcome to all who would like to attend!

<

Advent Workshop

Join us this Sunday, December 6th, following the late services
in the Fellowship Hall for lunch and a keepsake craft for all families.
Please contact Allison for reservations or any questions at

770-867-4594 ext 28, or email: aclark@winderfirstumc.com.

<f

Foster Children Christmas

As in past years, our church will be partnering with DFACS to help ensure that
Barrow Countybés foster children have a
Treeso in the hallway | eading to the Sa
Fellowship Hall.

The tags on the trees will let you know whether the child is a boy or a girl, their age
and a few gift ideas. However, as you shop for this child, you may select other gifts if
you prefer. To adopt a child, simply take the red or green tag with you and sign your
name on the yellow tag just behind it.

We encourage Sunday School classes, study groups, UMW circles or other small
groups to adopt a child for Christmas. Y o u
another family or friend and share the cost.

We need the UNWRAPPED (ifts returned to the church by Sunday, December
6th. Please place your gifts in one large gift bag and attach the red or green tag to it.
You may place your gifts under the Adoption Trees at any time, but no later than
December 6th.

Thank you for helping to share the joy of the Advent Season with these children.

~Local Missions Committee

<

Chil drends Christmas Musi|ca

Our Childrends Choir will present their] Chr
6:30 p.m. on December 9th in the Fellowship Hall immediately following our
Wednesday Night Supper. PARENTS: If your child is participating in the musical,
please have him/her in the back hallway behind the stage by 6:15 p.m. the night
of the performance.
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Christmas at Winder FUMC

Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata

0Only Love Could W ONLYIOVE I
Presented by the Music Ministry could waite His dapy...
of Winder First United Methodist Church :
Saturday, Decembe71® PM
Sunday, DecembeB2b & 10:55 AM
in the Sanctuary
Help us Celebrate His Love!

Christmas Eve Services & Communion Schedule /—\

4: 30 P. M. Childrends Early Chrisi (;) Vi
5:45 P.M. Communion in the Chapel

6:30 P.M. Candle Lighting Service in the Sanctuary Q »
7:30 P.M. Communion in the Chapel

8:00 P.M. Candle Lighting Service in the Sanctuary I

8:45 P.M. Communion in the Chapel
10:30 P.M. Communion in the Chapel

11:00 P.M. Candle Lighting Service in the Sanctuary ChriStmaS Eve
NOTE: Nursery Care will be available from 5:45 -8:45 ONLY! CA IS\IEDRLVE IL(IZ (EB HT

<

Poinsettias for Christmas

Our Youth invite you to participate in our tradition of decorating the Sanctuary with
poinsettias for Christmas! For $10 per plant, you can purchase poinsettias in honor
or in memory of your loved ones. Orders may be placed by filling out the form
below and placing it, along with your payment, in the offering plate, turning it in to .

the church office or giving it directly to Todd McCain. The flowers will be placed in QO‘]BG t‘l%%
the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall in December and may be picked up following the

Christmas Eve services on December 24th. Any flowers not picked up by Monday,
December 28th, will be donated or discarded. A memory booklet will acknowledge

your gift, and these will be available for you at the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall When ordering your
exits on Sunday, December 20th. Please place your orders on or before poinsettias, please make
Sunday, December 13th! your checks payable to

Winder FUMC, earmarked
Opoinsettias

Your Name Your Phone Number

1. Inhonor/ memory (please circle one) of

In honor / memory (please circle one) of

2
3. In honor / memory (please circle one) of
4

In honor / memory (please circle one) of

Total number of poinsettias X $10 = Total attached $

S
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Christmas at Winder FUMC
) Giving From the Heart
ChrIStmaS The Christmas season is a time of givinpg g
Pl ease consider giving a AGift from the |[Heas

Giving...

b

eant

Honor someone you love
AND
help others in need this
Christmas by
purchasing

one to either Habitat for Humanity , Peace Place, or our local homeless shelter,

The Light . In addition to these past ornaments, there will be two NEW mission
ornaments added for this year: Murphy-Har pst Chi | danckThmé&Tsee Ho me
House,Inc. Bot h of these organizationds mini
of children. Habitat for Humanity 6 s mi ssi on i s to provide
live for everyone so that they will not find themselves in a homeless situation again.
Peace Place is a local shelter for battered and abused women and children. They are
also a source of education and healing and offer many programs for women and

children to escape the cycle of abuse. The Light offers emergency beds for homeless
men, women and families in a safe Christian environment until they are able to get

back on their feet. Murphy -Har pst Chi | d locatadinsCeddmome Georgia,

is a highly specialized residential treatment center for children and youth (ages 71 17).
Each resident arrives with his or her own tragic story. Most are victims of severe
physical, emotional, or sexual abuse and neglect. As a result, they arrive with very
difficult mental and behavioral problems. Most of them have never had a stable home
and are at the fiend of the |lineo so to s
facility/program in which they have been placed. They often arrive with all their worldly

ogi fts from t higelohgingsin asingle grocery bag. How sad and tragic to be a child and feel that no

this year!

HURRY!

THE DEADLINE TO
ORDER YOUR
ORNAMENTS IS
DECEMBER 15TH!

one loves or cares for you. With the kind of help provided by Murphy-Harpst, these
young people are able to grow up to hold jobs, maintain relationships and live within
the community, thus becoming productive members of society. The Tree House ,
located next door to our church, is a non-profit organization whose mission is to
reduce the impact and occurrence of child abuse through counseling, educating,
support and nurturing children and families in Barrow, Banks and Jackson Counties.
The various programs offered at The Tree House are:

Child Services - works to reduce additional traumas to the child victims

Family Services - works to provide necessary skills to increase bonding between

parents and their children

Piedmont Visitation Program - works to provide a safe and nurturing visitation

environment for families with children in foster care

Community Outreach - child abuse education efforts and public awareness

campaigns
When you give a AGift from the Heart o,
gift was given in their honor along with a hand-painted ornament. This letter will also
explain in more detail the mission of whichever organization you choose.

Pl ease fil!] out the form below for @&ach
each gift is $10 and all proceeds will go to the organization you choose. Also, please
let us know if you want the letter and ornament mailed directly to the recipient of if you
wish to pick them up.

$10 Gift & Ornament for Habitat for Humanity

$10 Gift & Ornament for Peace Place

$10 Gift & Ornament for The Light

$10 Gift & Ornament for Murphy-Har pst Chi |l drends Home
$10 Gift & Ornament for The Tree House

Given by Given to
Name
Please mail to recipient.
Address
I will pick up in the church office.
City, State, Zip

Please make checks payable to Winder FUMC.

str
a s
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Around Our Church

We Extend a Warm Welcome to:

* Josh & Jamie Crawford, who joined our church family on November 22nd, 2009.
Josh joined us by transfer of his membership from Our Lady of the Most Blessed
Sacrament Catholic Church in Natrona Heights, PA, and Jamie by profession of faith.
Josh & Jamie have 3 children: Emma, Landon & Calix.

* Trant eegus ( fwhogognéd)our hiurthdamily by transfer of her
membership from Mt. Mariah Baptist Church in Tucker, GA. Tee has 4 children:
David Matthews lll, Tiffanie Matthews, Cassietta Allen, & Shan Allen, Jr.

< f

Upcoming Events for Older Adults

December 14th  Magical Night of Lights at Lake Lanier Islands 8 We must fill the bus

& 21st with 14 people to be able to go. We will leave the church at 6PM. The
cost is $6.50 for the Lights plus money to eat at a fast food restaurant.
We will split the cost of gas when we return. Let Shelly know if you
need to be picked up.

December 7th Lunch at the Flying Biscuit in Atlanta 8 We will leave the church at
11A.M.

Please call Shelly at the church office (770-867-4594, ext. 20)
for more information or to register for one of these events!

<

Reminder to All Lay Speakers

It is time to complete your annual renewal form. Please find blank forms in the Lay Leader
sl ot behind Debbieds desk in the church
December 20th, 2009. Thank you for your service and for your cooperation in this matter.

~Randy Blalock, Lay Leader

January 2010 Lay Speaking Courses

January 30th, and February 6th, 13th, & 20thd 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Hartwell First United Methodist Church, 200 E. Howell St., Hartwell, GA 30643

Basic Course for Lay Speaking Instructor: Rev. Eric Powell
Youthd Basic Course for Lay Speaking Instructor: Rev. Kathleen Deegan-Neal
Lay Speakers Interpret to Others Our
United Methodist Heritage Instructor: Joe Whittemore
Lay Speakers Lead in Mission Outreach Instructor: Joann Smith

Reqistration form with check must be received by January 16th, 2010.
For more info, go to http://athenselberton.org/layspeaking.

<f-

Uni ted Met hodi st Mends Fell ow

e The United Methodist Men Board will meet on Tuesday, December 15th, at 6:30 p.m.
in the Family Life Center in Room 131.

will be Monday, January 25th, at 6:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Stay tuned for more
details...
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of fice. Compl

s W




